
Alan Wilson
Attorney General

September 3, 2020

The Honorable Stephen Goldfinch, Member
South Carolina Senate

P.O. Box 823

Murrells Inlet, South Carolina 29576

Dear Senator Goldfinch:

We received your letter requesting an opinion regarding the ability of a nonprofit corporation to
hold its annual meeting via Zoom or electronic means due to exigent circumsteinces.

Law/Analysis

Section 33-31-701 of the South Carolina Code (2006) requires nonprofit corporations registered
in the state of South Carolina to hold an annual meeting and provides as follows:

(a) A corporation with members shall hold a membership meeting annually at
a time stated in or fixed in accordance with the bylaws.

(b) A corporation with members may hold regular membership meetings at
the times stated in or fixed in accordance with the bylaws.

(c) Annual and regular membership meetings may be held in or out of this
State at the place stated in or fixed in accordance with the bylaws. If no place
is stated in or fixed in accordance with the bylaws, annual and regular
meetings must be held at the corporation's principal office.

(d) At the annual meeting:

(1) The president and chief financial officer shall report on the
activities and financial condition of the corporation; and

(2) Unless this chapter or the articles of incorporation or bylaws
require otherwise, notice of an annual meeting need not include a
description of the purpose for which the meeting is called.
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